
Term 2, Week 10
 26 June, 2026

IMPORTANT
DATES

FROM OUR principal

Dale Skinner 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
25 June - 19 July

TERM 3 BEGINS
Monday, 20 July

PRIMARY GYMNASTICS
BEGINS

Friday, 24 July

SEMESTER 1 PARENT
TEACHER INTERVIEWS

Tuesday, 21 July

Dear Carlisle family,

As we come to the end of Term 2, I just want to take a moment to
say thank you. It has been a full term, and I am grateful for the
way our students, staff and families have continued to work
together and support one another.

Across the term, there have been many moments where I have
seen our Carlisle CARE values lived out in real ways. In classrooms,
on camp, in conversations, through challenges, and in the
everyday life of the College, our students have continued to learn
and grow.

Our theme this year, Grounded for Growth, has reminded us that
growth takes time. It comes as we stay grounded in the things that
matter - strong relationships, good character, a willingness to
learn, and most importantly, our connection with God. My prayer
is that our students continue to grow not only in their learning,
but also in who they are becoming.

As we head into the holidays, I hope each family is able to find
some time to slow down, rest and enjoy being together. School life
can be busy, and the break gives us a chance to pause, reset and
be thankful for God’s faithfulness through the first half of the year.

Thank you for your ongoing support. We are grateful for the
partnership we share with our families.

We look forward to welcoming students back for Term 3 on
Monday 20th July. Until then, I pray you have a safe, restful and
blessed holiday break.

Blessings,
Dale Skinner
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Notices

Holiday office hours
Please note that there will be limited staff on site during the school holidays.

Our office will be open from 9:00am – 2:00pm, Monday to Friday.

If you require assistance outside of these hours, please send an email to
reception@carlisle.qld.edu.au, and we will respond as soon as possible.

We wish all our families a safe and enjoyable holiday break!

MID YEAR SCHOOL SALE!!

20% OFF ALL SCHOOL STOCK

SALE STARTS 29TH OF JUNE

AND ENDS 11TH OF JULY

DON’T MISS OUT

GET IN QUICK

mailto:reception@carlisle.qld.edu.au
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Community

A Celebration of Culture, Community and Connection

Our Carlisle Multicultural Night was once again a
vibrant celebration of the many cultures that
make our community so special. The evening was
filled with energy, colour, music and pride as our
students took to the stage to share their
traditions, stories and heritage with families,
friends and the wider community.

The African performances brought incredible
energy to the stage, captivating the audience
with their rhythm and enthusiasm. A particularly
moving moment was the performance of the
national anthem, which incorporated sign
language, adding a powerful element of inclusion
and demonstrating that celebration and
connection can be shared by everyone.

Our South Sea Island performances were
graceful and beautiful, showcasing the rich
traditions of their culture. The Aboriginal dances
were performed with great pride, honouring
Country and sharing the deep connection
between culture, land and community.

The dances from Samoa and Fiji gave the audience
a glimpse into the customs, traditions and
storytelling that have been passed down through
generations, while our Australian performances
brought everyone together, inviting audience
participation and celebrating the message that,
despite our many different backgrounds, we are
one community.

A special highlight of the evening was welcoming
back several former Carlisle students who attended
our very first Multicultural Night three years ago
when they were in Year 12. Seeing them return to
support and celebrate this special event showed
the lasting impact of this tradition and the strong
connections within our Carlisle family.
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Community

Australia is built on a rich
tapestry of cultures, and at
Carlisle we are proud to
celebrate the diversity that
strengthens our community.
Our Multicultural Night
reminds us that when we
listen, learn and celebrate
each other’s stories, we
create a place where
everyone belongs.

A heartfelt thank you to our students,
families, staff and community members
who contributed to making the evening
such a memorable success. We are
already looking forward to celebrating
together again next year.

“After this I looked, and there
before me was a great multitude
that no one could count, from
every nation, tribe, people and
language, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb.”

Revelation 7:9
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Chaplaincy
What an incredible Term 2 it has been!

This term has been filled with many blessings, opportunities to serve, and special moments with our
students. We were privileged to hold chapels throughout the term, with guest speakers sharing with
our Secondary students and Chappy Kalie and Chappy Tu leading Primary chapels each week. These
weekly opportunities provided meaningful moments of worship, encouragement, and connection for
our school community.

A highlight of the term was our first M.E.S.H. event for the year, where students enjoyed a fun evening
filled with activities, laughter, and time together. It was wonderful to see so many students connecting
and building friendships outside of the classroom. A special thank you to Domino’s Rural View for
generously donating pizzas and helping make the evening even more enjoyable.

Our Year 3–4 Camp was another memorable experience, with students showing courage,
independence, and enthusiasm as they stepped outside their comfort zones. It was especially
encouraging to see many of our Year 3 students attending camp away from home for the first time.
Throughout the camp they built friendships, tried new activities, and created memories that will stay
with them for years to come.

We were also incredibly proud of our Secondary School Captains for sharing their testimonies at
Mackay North SDA Church and representing our school with confidence and faith. Their willingness to
share and be involved was a wonderful reflection of the values we aim to encourage within our school
community.

Week 8 then brought one of the biggest highlights of the term, our Week of Worship. We were blessed
to welcome Pastor William Mata, whose energy, passion, and ability to connect with students made a
lasting impact. The theme Rise Up and Believe encouraged students to trust God through every
challenge and remember His faithfulness, strength, and presence in their lives.
Thank you to all our teachers, volunteers, and helpers who supported the many events and
opportunities throughout the term. Your willingness to serve helped create meaningful experiences
and lasting memories for our students.

As we finish Term 2, we thank God for His guidance and blessings and pray everyone has a safe, restful,
and enjoyable holiday break.

Bring on Term 3!

"Be strong and courageous. Do not
be afraid; do not be discouraged,
for the Lord your God will be with

you wherever you go."
 Joshua 1:9
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Carlisle way
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Sports

Year 8 Leading Fundamental Movement Skills
Our Year 8 students have been working on
developing key fundamental movement
skills including kicking, striking, jumping,
running, throwing and catching. To help
bring their learning together, they took
the next step and became the teachers,
leading activities for our Prep and Year 1
students.

The Year 8s did a great job setting up and
running simple skill stations, encouraging
and supporting the younger students as
they participated. It was great to see their
confidence grow as they explained and
demonstrated each activity.

The Prep and Year 1 students really
enjoyed learning from the older students.
They were engaged, active and having
plenty of fun while practising important
movement skills.
It was a great session of shared learning
across year levels, with lots of energy,
teamwork and encouragement
throughout.
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Sports
Junior Boys Volleyball Team Crowned Champions 
Congratulations to our Junior Boys Volleyball Team on an outstanding achievement, becoming overall
champions after an exciting and hard fought finals match against Whitsunday Anglican School.

Throughout the competition, the team demonstrated exceptional skill, teamwork, and determination,
consistently giving their best effort in every game. Their dedication and commitment to improving their
performance was evident across the tournament, with the boys supporting and encouraging one
another both on and off the court.

The finals match against Whitsunday Anglican School was an exciting contest that kept players and
supporters engaged from beginning to end. The team showed resilience and composure under
pressure, winning two sets and narrowly losing one to secure the overall championship title. Every
player made an important contribution to the result, displaying great communication, teamwork, and a
positive attitude throughout the match.

What stood out most was not only the team’s performance and success on the court, but also the way
they represented the school. The boys demonstrated excellent sportsmanship, respect for their
opponents, and determination in every game. These qualities reflect the values we are proud to see in
our students and are just as important as the result itself.

A huge thank you goes to the students, staff, and families who came along to support the team during
the competition. Your encouragement from the sidelines created a fantastic atmosphere and provided
an extra boost of energy and motivation for the players. The support shown by our school community
played an important role in helping make the day such a memorable experience.

We are incredibly proud of the entire team and congratulate them on this fantastic accomplishment.
Becoming overall champions is a wonderful reward for their hard work, dedication, and perseverance
throughout the competition.

Well done to our Junior Boys Volleyball Team on an exceptional result and a well deserved
championship victory.
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Sports

Metros visit
The Mackay Meteors and Meteorettes visited
Carlisle to spend time with our students and play
some friendly games with both primary and
secondary students.

Our primary students had plenty of laughs as the
players towered over them. Even though our
students were quick on their feet, they just were
not quite tall enough to dunk any basketballs. It
still made for some fun and friendly competition,
with everyone enjoying the experience.

The secondary students brought plenty of
energy and height to the court, giving these
professional basketball players a run for their
money. The games were full of excitement and
enthusiasm from both the students and
players.

Every time the Meteors and Meteorettes visit
our school, they are treated like superstars.
They are always wonderful with our students
and staff, taking the time to chat, answer
questions and hand out signatures.
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Primary 

Auslan spelling competition
Students put their spelling and signing skills to the

test during the recent Auslan Spelling

Competition, led by Mrs Abell. The competition

provided students with the opportunity to

demonstrate their knowledge of spelling while

also using Auslan to sign each letter of the words

presented to them.

Participants were challenged with a range of

increasingly difficult words and were required to

confidently perform in front of their peers and

teachers. While standing in front of an audience

can be intimidating, every student showed

remarkable courage, resilience, and determination

throughout the event. It was wonderful to see

students encouraging one another and

celebrating each other’s successes along the way.

The standard of the competition was exceptionally high, with students

demonstrating impressive spelling abilities and strong Auslan skills. As

the rounds progressed, competitors continued to successfully spell

challenging words, making it difficult to separate the finalists. The

competition was so closely contested that it eventually came down to

an exciting word-off to determine the final placings.

Congratulations to our placegetters: Meela,

who claimed first place, Emmie in second place,

and Matilda in third place. Their dedication,

confidence, and skill were on full display

throughout the competition.

A special thank you to Mrs Abell for organising

and leading the event, and to all students who

participated. We are incredibly proud of the

effort, sportsmanship, and enthusiasm shown

by everyone involved. The competition was a

wonderful celebration of learning,

communication, and the many talents of our

students.



On Wednesday 17 June, Sergeant Smith and Officer Boreham from Queensland Police Mackay came to
Carlisle to talk to students in Year 5 & 6 about how to protect themselves and their information and
how to keep themselves safe online.

Afterwards, students said that what surprised them most about the talk was when  Sergeant Smith
shared this true story:
A 14-year-old girl met a teenage boy online and they became friends over a period of a few months.
Before the next school holidays, the boy told the girl that he and his family were coming to Mackay, and
he was hoping that they could meet up.

The girl was feeling a little uncomfortable about this and showed her mum the chats she had been
having with the boy. Mum became suspicious and asked a friend who was a police detective to take a
look, and from then on, the police took over the matter.

When the “teenage boy” stepped off the plane in Mackay, the police met him at the airport, and it
turned out that he was actually a 56-year-old man who had been pretending to be a teenager so he
could make friends with the young girl.

Student feedback:
I learned to use a pass-phrase instead of just symbols, 
numbers and letters because AI can’t hack pass-phrases. – Adalee

Don’t share pictures or information because it will stay online forever. – Amia

Talk to a trusted adult if you’re not sure about something online. – Cash

Hackers can steal your password using AI that can do 1 billion guesses per second! – Hayden

The average gamer in Australia is a 35-year-old male. – Mrs McBride

How will I use the new learning:
I will be more aware of other people in online games. – Elliott

Never trust random people online. – Amia

I will look for red flags when I talk to people online. – Skarlette

I will think more carefully before I talk to strangers online. – Eli

Not to tell personal information to strangers online. – Poppi

Don’t put people in videos without their consent. – Paige

Don’t do stuff online in your school uniform. – Amaya
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Primary

Police visit to Year 5 & 6
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Primary

Year 5 opens its doors

Year 5 proudly opened its classroom doors to share their

HASS assignments with students and staff from across

the primary school.

Visitors were warmly welcomed by the Year 5 students,

who confidently greeted guests and offered guided tours

of the displays. Students took on a variety of roles,

including a “human map,” helping visitors navigate the

room, answer questions, and learn more about the

projects on display.

The showcase featured engaging video presentations,

detailed diagrams, and a range of creative displays

that highlighted the students’ hard work, research,

and learning. It was wonderful to see the students

confidently sharing their knowledge and explaining

their projects to others.

Congratulations to the Year 5 students on an

impressive showcase and for being such enthusiastic

and knowledgeable hosts.
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Secondary 

our Year 7 and Year 9 students stepped into the role of teachers as
they shared their scientific learning with our Prep to Year 2 classes
through a range of engaging, hands on experiences.

The Year 9 students brought chemistry to life with exciting
demonstrations of chemical reactions, including Elephant Toothpaste,
slime creation, and the classic reaction between bicarbonate of soda
and vinegar. The younger students were captivated as they observed
changes in colour, texture, and reaction speed, sparking plenty of
curiosity and questions.

Meanwhile, our Year 7 students showcased their zoology
investigations, clearly explaining animal classifications, adaptations,
and scientific names. Their presentations helped our younger learners
better understand the diversity of living things and how animals are
grouped and studied in science.

It was a wonderful opportunity for peer learning across year levels,
with Prep to Year 2 students actively engaged and enthusiastic
throughout the sessions. Our secondary students also demonstrated
confidence, clear communication, and a strong understanding of their
scientific concepts as they shared their knowledge with others.
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Secondary 

senior aquatics - kite surfing
Our Year 11 and Year 12 students recently headed out to Far Beach for a hands on kitesurfing
experience with Smile Kitesurfing School, and yes, there was plenty of learning, a few wobbly
moments, and some very determined attempts to master the wind.

Across the sessions, students were introduced to the fundamentals of kitesurfing in a safe, supportive
and occasionally very windy environment. They learned how to set up equipment, control the kite, and
most importantly, how not to let the kite control them. Safety procedures were a key focus, along with
building confidence in reading real world conditions.

Students also explored how wind, weather, tides and environmental hazards all play a role in decision-
making when participating in aquatic activities. There were a few moments where the wind clearly had
its own ideas, which only added to the learning experience.

The program was structured so both year groups could learn from participation and observation. Year
11 students took on the practical component while Year 12 observed, offered encouragement, and
silently promised themselves they would do it better when it was their turn. Then the roles were
reversed, and Year 12 stepped into the action while Year 11 provided support from the sidelines.

This approach gave all students the chance to build understanding, confidence and appreciation for the
skill involved, while also recognising that kitesurfing is one of those sports that looks easier when
someone else is doing it.

A big thank you to Smile Kitesurfing School for their expert instruction and patience, and to our
students for their enthusiasm, resilience, and willingness to be occasionally outsmarted by a kite.
The excursion at Far Beach with Smile Kitesurfing School provided a memorable and valuable learning
experience that combined skill development, safety awareness and a healthy respect for the power of
the wind.
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Secondary 

Mackay young Mayors
Last week, we were visited by Savannah Vella from Mackay Regional Council, who spoke with our
eligible students about the Mackay Young Mayors program.

This inspiring initiative gives young people the opportunity to step into leadership, share their ideas,
and have a voice in shaping the future of their community.

Students who apply will take part in a range of workshops, both online and in person, designed to build
confidence, develop leadership skills, and support them through the nomination and campaigning
process.

Candidates are encouraged to share their goals and ideas with the wider community, helping others
understand why they would like to be part of the Youth Council. Throughout the journey, they are
supported to campaign in a way that suits them, with guidance and encouragement at every stage.

A panel of young people reviews all nominations, and selected candidates then move forward to
campaign within the community. Voting takes place at schools and community venues across Mackay,
where young people will elect 12 members to represent them on the Youth Council.

If elected, students will take part in an induction program and a special swearing in ceremony at
council, before working together to develop a shared vision for young people in Mackay. The term of
office runs from February 2027 to June 2028.

For those not selected, the journey does not end there,
with ongoing opportunities to stay involved and 
continue advocating for issues that matter to them.

Key dates include nominations closing on 20 July, 
Meet the Candidates on 8 October, Election Week 
from 19 to 23 October, and inductions in November.
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ELC

This week has been filled with fun learning
and play experiences as the children
explored the story of Jesus and His disciples
and the Great Catch of Fish. We talked
about trusting God in all situations and
knowing that He loves and cares for us.

In Literacy, the children continue to practise
name writing and are building confidence
with letter recognition, sounds, and
formation. In Numeracy, we enjoyed active
games like Catch and Count, helping the
children strengthen counting skills, number
recognition, and one to one
correspondence.

Our creative learning included kite making,
where the children designed, decorated,
and tested their kites outdoors. This
encouraged creativity, problem solving, and
early scientific thinking. The KindyRoos also
enjoyed construction and imaginative play,
working together to build houses using
loose parts and sharing ideas with friends.

We had lots of fun with music and
movement through musical chairs,
developing listening skills, turn taking, and
coordination. In science and sensory
exploration, the children investigated
shaving foam, ice, and created volcanic
eruptions, sparking curiosity and discussion
about cause and effect.
A highlight was our visit to the big school
playground, where the children explored,
played, and built confidence in their new
environment. We also enjoyed Show and
Tell, with Nils and Oliver confidently sharing
their special items with the group.
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Farewell

We would like to acknowledge and thank Mrs Kym-Maree Abell as she prepares to leave Carlisle. Kym
has been a wonderful asset to our school community over the past few years, first as a valued Teacher
Aide and more recently over the last couple of years as a teacher.

Throughout her time with us, Kym has consistently brought enthusiasm, creativity and dedication to
the classroom. She has a wonderful ability to create engaging learning experiences that keep our
students interested, involved and excited about learning.

Kym has made a meaningful contribution to the lives of many students and staff, and her positive
impact will be greatly missed. We are confident that wherever her journey takes her next, she will
continue to make a meaningful difference and positively influence those around her.

We thank Kym for all she has given to our school community and wish her every success and happiness
for the future.

Farewell to Mrs Kym-Maree Abell
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Upcoming Event



As we head into the school holidays, we are reminded that God created us with a need for rest. Taking
time to pause and recharge is not only important for our spiritual wellbeing but also supports our
mental, emotional, and physical health.

Our 2026 theme, Grounded in Growth, reminds us that just as a plant needs strong roots,
nourishment, and time to grow, we too need to be grounded in what matters most — our faith, our
family, our relationships, and our wellbeing. Growth does not only happen in busy seasons; it also
happens in moments of rest, reflection, and connection.

Research in positive psychology, including the PERMA model of wellbeing, highlights the importance of
positive emotions, engagement, relationships, meaning, and achievement in helping people flourish.
During the holidays, families can nurture these areas through simple moments such as sharing meals
together, spending time in God’s creation, being active, showing gratitude, and enjoying meaningful
conversations.

Maintaining healthy routines, including quality sleep, movement, and time away from screens, helps
support children’s emotional regulation, learning, and overall wellbeing. Making space for prayer,
worship, and reflection can also strengthen our connection with God and remind us of the many
blessings we have received.

As a Carlisle community, we encourage our families to use this holiday period to rest deeply, grow
intentionally, and return with renewed energy for the term ahead.
Wishing all our families a safe, peaceful, and blessed holiday break.

Wellbeing Matters: Rest, Recharge and Reconnect
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Wellbeing matters
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Activities for the weekend 

Discover Cape Hillsborough
Looking for a wonderful local adventure these holidays or on the weekend? A visit to Cape Hillsborough
is the perfect opportunity to step away from the busyness of everyday life and immerse yourself in the
natural beauty of our own backyard.

Only a short drive from Mackay, Cape Hillsborough offers spectacular coastal scenery, peaceful
rainforest walks and the chance to experience Australian wildlife up close. Start your morning with the
famous sunrise wallabies and kangaroos along the beach before exploring one of the many walking
trails.

The Andrews Point Track is a favourite, winding through beautiful coastal landscapes and leading to
breathtaking ocean views. For families with younger children, the Diversity Boardwalk provides an easy
and enjoyable walk through a variety of unique ecosystems.

Remember to pack plenty of water, wear comfortable shoes, and take time to slow down, breathe in the
fresh air and appreciate the beauty of God’s creation around us.

Happy exploring and enjoy the incredible natural wonders our Mackay region has to offer!
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Just for fun
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Recipe

Family Build-Your-Own Veggie Burrito Bar

Ingredients (mix and match)
Base:

Soft tortillas or wraps
Cooked rice (white or brown) or quinoa

Veggies (chop ahead or prep together):
Capsicum (bell peppers)
Corn kernels
Cherry tomatoes
Lettuce or spinach
Avocado
Red onion (optional)

Protein options:
Black beans or kidney beans (canned, rinsed)
Scrambled eggs (optional if you want ovo-
vegetarian)
Grated cheese

Extras:
Salsa
Sour cream or Greek yoghurt
Lime wedges
Mild spice mix (paprika, cumin, garlic powder)

How to make it a family activity
1.Set up a “prep station”
2.Everyone has a job: washing, chopping (kids with

safe knives), opening cans, or grating cheese.
3.Cook the base together
4.Heat rice or quinoa. Warm beans with a little

cumin and garlic for extra flavour.
5.Build the burrito bar
6.Lay everything out in bowls like a mini buffet.
7.Wrap and roll competition (optional fun!)
8.See who can make the neatest or most creative

burrito.

This is less a strict recipe and more a shared cooking experience,  perfect for holidays when everyone is
in and out of the kitchen.
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Achievements
India recently attended the Capricornia Basketball Trials, where she
earned selection into the representative team. She also competed in the
North Queensland Junior Basketball Competition (NQJBC) with the U14
Meteorettes, contributing to the team’s outstanding performance and
their gold medal finish in their division.

In addition to these achievements, India has been selected for the
Basketball Queensland Future Development Program. This elite pathway
will see her train across Mackay, Townsville, and the Gold Coast alongside
some of the region’s most promising emerging athletes.

India is the youngest player selected in this program, a remarkable
achievement that reflects her dedication, strong work ethic, and excellent
sportsmanship both on and off the court.

Congratulations to Liam on his outstanding basketball achievements, a
fantastic recognition of his hard work, commitment, and sportsmanship.

A big congratulations on his selection in the Capricornia Basketball Trials
10–12 Years Boys Basketball Team. This is a wonderful accomplishment
and a true reflection of his dedication both at training and during
competition.

Liam also represented MDSS proudly as part of the 10–12 Boys Basketball
Team in Rockhampton, where he showed great teamwork, effort, and
determination throughout the day.

We are very proud of the way Liam represented his school and community,
both on and off the court.

A big congratulations to Jillian and Indie, both in Grade 8, on their
fantastic achievements at the Mackay Show last week. The girls enjoyed a
successful run in the show jumping ring, demonstrating great skill,
dedication, and determination.

We are incredibly proud of the hard work and commitment they continue
to show in pursuing their passion. Congratulations to you both on this
wonderful achievement and for representing yourselves so proudly.

Well done, Jillian and Indie
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“Come to me, all you
who are weary and
burdened, and I will

give you rest.”
Matthew 11:28
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